I t's easy to get caught up in the daily tasks, paperwork, and financial details of your practice as a diabetes educator. How often do you take the time to focus on your own professional development, spend time with other professionals with similar interests, learn about the latest research in the field, or explore new skills and strategies to apply to your practice?
The AADE Annual Meeting is a time to do just that. This year's theme is "Advancing Minds that Care." We hope that the days you spend in Las Vegas will give you an opportunity to focus on yourself, your profession, and your practice, so that when you return home, your patients will benefit from all that you've learned.
If you've been to an Annual Meeting before, you know that it offers over 100 educational sessions that cover a wide variety of clinical, behavioral, and management topics that are relevant to your practice.
If this is your first time attending, we are sure that you will find ample opportunities to strengthen your skills and broaden your knowledge base-whether you are a new educator or an advanced practitioner.
To make it easier for attendees to identify sessions they are interested in, the program has been sorted into several "Learning Tracks" which include:
• Business and Emerging Models • Latest Technology • Cultural Disparities • Disease Management In addition to this "tracked" programming, AADE has labeled each session according to its targeted level of expertise (advanced beginner, competent, proficient, and expert) .
Every year, we strive to improve our offerings and make adjustments to our program and logistics so that you have a positive experience and enjoy the meeting.
This year, we are scheduling more unopposed hours so that you will have plenty of time to explore the exhibit hall and gather as much information as possible from the diabetes industry.
Our general session speakers will also add a dynamic and unique perspective to the Annual Meeting experience. You'll have a chance to listen to Jeffrey Zaslow, best-selling author of The Last Lecture, and Dr Natalie Strand, winner of The Amazing Race and a type 1 diabetes patient. I hope that you will take this opportunity to focus on advancing your mind and career by attending the Annual Meeting. Hope to see you in Las Vegas! 
